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Minutes of Amateur Club Ambassador Meeting

(15th November  2010) 

Clubs Absent: Allerton Bywater, Churwell, Drighlington, East Leeds, Garforth, Guisley, Harehills, Headingley, HPS, Kippax, Leeds Akkies, Middleton, Morley Rhinos, Queens & Whinmoor.

Brian McDermott – Thanked the meeting for inviting him and then went onto talk about the ‘performance’ of the professional game or the ‘lack of it’ which was evident in the four nations tournament.  He believes over the past few years the game has got it wrong concentrating too much on the technical side, for example ‘how little johnny holds the ball’ and this has been passed back to the amateur game.  He (Brian McDermott) believes we need to get back playing the game how it was played a few years ago when the game was learnt through games and making mistakes, correcting those mistakes and learning how to make decisions with the ball in hand. He believes that coaches need to guide the players but let them develop their skills and become who they are with the correct guidance. He believes through the workshop education programme that we can help coaches develop these coaching skills.   Brian would like to have a good relationship with all the amateur clubs and promises to visit every one over the next season (2010 / 2011) but please direct anything you want to ask Brian through Sam Horner.  The purpose of the visit is for the coaches only and not your players.

Helen Saunders Cash Back – Talked about the cash back scheme stating there is only three weeks left before it is finished (6th December 2010).  The cash back scheme has seen a very poor uptake from the clubs and is very disappointing to say what a good money making opportunity it is.   

There will be an offer on the Boxing Day game £10 for 1 adult and 1 child and the tickets will be available at the next ambassador meeting (13th December).  There will also be lots going on for the children prior to the game, details will be available shortly.

Adopting a Player – This is being looked into but due to the large volume of promotion work the players do already it isn’t looking feasible.  Once the players schedules have been done for the forthcoming year a decision can be made.

Guard of Honour – An half time guard of honour being made by the 8s and 9s playing at half time is not practical because of the time everything has to cleared from the pitch to enable the Rhinos kicking off on time.

School / Club Links Mapping – Everyone should have received an email from Andrew Wilson regarding this.  For the next meeting Sam Horner will print an A3 copy for each club

Leeds holds tournaments at local schools and will promote the amateur club within that area.  A schedule will be made available to clubs so they know when it is happening and can either be present or pass any leaflets (printed or electronically) to Leeds to hand out at the tournament.

First Aid Course – The price for the four hour course is: 12 people = £300, up to 20 people = £350 and up to 30 people = £400

Leeds will be holding 2 courses for up to 30 people – 6pm to 10pm and the dates are to be arranged into the new year.

Rodley stated that the course held by Purple Dog their certificates say that the person has ‘attended’ the course and not ‘Passed’ the course which the certificates needs to say ‘Passed’ for club mark validation, Sam Horner will make enquires and report back at the next meeting.

Health & Hygiene Courses are available on line and the fee is £25, anyone who is interested in this should speak to Diane Marshman (Rodley) for the link to the site.

Tuesday Touch – Is very successful with 37 in attendance at the last session, they are quite a few from the NHS profession.

Indoor League Festival – The launch will be on Saturday 19th December from 10am to 1pm.  They will be some coaching drills along with a couple of the Leeds players and Ronnie the Rhino.  

The dates for the festival are 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th Jan, 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th Feb.  The festival is for 8s to 11s and numbers attending the festival will be required prior to the session.

There was a lengthy discussion on the format of the indoor league along with what it should actually be called.  The format and the name shall be decided prior to the launch.

Masters Update – Anyone running a master’s team please contact Sam Horner.  Leeds Rhinos are thinking of running half time games for them plus other benefits for players over 35.

Half Time Teams – Please contact Sam Horner ASAP if you would like your 8s & 9s to play at half time

Millennium Magic Travel – The subsidised travel for individual clubs is not feasible because we at Leeds cannot offer as good as your clubs can get.

Coaching Workshops – Sam Horner will email all clubs the latest version of the calendar of events.  Sam Horner & Andy Hague will become coach educators Easter 2011 enabling them to deliver level 1 & 2 coaching courses at Kirkstall or ‘AN other’ venue.  The RFL courses haven’t been very well attended and the reason why coming back from the delegates is they are not very good or relevant.  The courses the delegates would like to see more of are ‘Child Protection’.

AOB – Can Clubs advertise themselves in the game program?  Yes but again very limited space, please can clubs email Helen with what they would like to say in the program i.e. training nights and where.  There is space on the Leeds Website for clubs who would like to put their details on there.

Can clubs have posters sent to them promoting the coaching / admin workshops?  Answer = Yes and most clubs who are involved with the Ambassador scheme are getting these already. 

Next Meeting 13th December 2010 starting at 7pm until 8.30pm
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